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canal of the invertebrates. It ceased to function as a
mouth in the vertebrates and became a rudimentary organ ;

but it has retained a peculiar function in connexion with the
growth of the body. It is active during the normal period
of physica! growth, and the more actively it functions, the
greater the growth of the body. 8n giants it has been
found that this organ is peculiarly active. Moreover, the
pituitary body sometimes again begins to function in later
life, when the bony framework of the body is set, and then
causes abnormal and monstrous growth at the free points of
the body, hands, feet, nose, etc., giving rise to disfigurement
of a most distressing kind.

As the cerebro-spinal system became dominant, the earlier
function of these two bodies disappeared ; but these organs
have a future as well as a past. The past was connected
with the sympathetic system ; the future is connected with
the cerebro-spinal system. As evolution goes on, and the
chakras in the astral body are vivified^ the pituitary body
becomes the physical organ for astral, and later for mental
clairvoyance. Where too great a strain is made upon the
astral faculty of sight while in the physical body. inflamma-
tion of the pituitary body sometimes results. This organ is
the one through which the knowledge gained by astral
vision is .transmitted to the brain : and it is also used in
vivifying the points of contact between the sympathetic
system and the astral body, whereby a continuity of con-
sciousness is established between the astral and physical
planes.

The pineal gland becomes connected with one of the
chakras in the astral body, and through .that with the mental